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regard to whether it is so attached or 
installed). 

(c) Written warranty means: 
(1) Any written affirmation of fact or 

written promise made in connection 
with the sale of a consumer product by 
a supplier to a buyer which relates to 
the nature of the material or work-
manship and affirms or promises that 
such material or workmanship is defect 
free or will meet a specified level of 
performance over a specified period of 
time, or 

(2) Any undertaking in writing in 
connection with the sale by a supplier 
of a consumer product to refund, re-
pair, replace, or take other remedial 
action with respect to such product in 
the event that such product fails to 
meet the specifications set forth in the 
undertaking, which written affirma-
tion, promise or undertaking becomes 
part of the basis of the bargain between 
a supplier and a buyer for purposes 
other than resale of such product. 

(d) Warrantor means any person who 
gives or offers to give a written war-
ranty which incorporates an informal 
dispute settlement mechanism. 

(e) Mechanism means an informal dis-
pute settlement procedure which is in-
corporated into the terms of a written 
warranty to which any provision of 
Title I of the Act applies, as provided 
in section 110 of the Act. 

(f) Members means the person or per-
sons within a Mechanism actually de-
ciding disputes. 

(g) Consumer means a buyer (other 
than for purposes of resale) of any con-
sumer product, any person to whom 
such product is transferred during the 
duration of a written warranty applica-
ble to the product, and any other per-
son who is entitled by the terms of 
such warranty or under applicable 
state law to enforce against the war-
rantor the obligations of the warranty. 

(h) On the face of the warranty means: 
(1) If the warranty is a single sheet 

with printing on both sides of the 
sheet, or if the warranty is comprised 
of more than one sheet, the page on 
which the warranty text begins; 

(2) If the warranty is included as part 
of a longer document, such as a use and 
care manual, the page in such docu-
ment on which the warranty text be-
gins. 

§ 703.2 Duties of warrantor. 

(a) The warrantor shall not incor-
porate into the terms of a written war-
ranty a Mechanism that fails to com-
ply with the requirements contained in 
§§ 703.3 through 703.8 of this part. This 
paragraph shall not prohibit a war-
rantor from incorporating into the 
terms of a written warranty the step- 
by-step procedure which the consumer 
should take in order to obtain perform-
ance of any obligation under the war-
ranty as described in section 102(a)(7) 
of the Act and required by part 701 of 
this subchapter. 

(b) The warrantor shall disclose 
clearly and conspicuously at least the 
following information on the face of 
the written warranty: 

(1) A statement of the availability of 
the informal dispute settlement mech-
anism; 

(2) The name and address of the 
Mechanism, or the name and a tele-
phone number of the Mechanism which 
consumers may use without charge; 

(3) A statement of any requirement 
that the consumer resort to the Mecha-
nism before exercising rights or seek-
ing remedies created by Title I of the 
Act; together with the disclosure that 
if a consumer chooses to seek redress 
by pursuing rights and remedies not 
created by Title I of the Act, resort to 
the Mechanism would not be required 
by any provision of the Act; and 

(4) A statement, if applicable, indi-
cating where further information on 
the Mechanism can be found in mate-
rials accompanying the product, as 
provided in § 703.2(c) of this section. 

(c) The warrantor shall include in the 
written warranty or in a separate sec-
tion of materials accompanying the 
product, the following information: 

(1) Either (i) a form addressed to the 
Mechanism containing spaces request-
ing the information which the Mecha-
nism may require for prompt resolu-
tion of warranty disputes; or (ii) a tele-
phone number of the Mechanism which 
consumers may use without charge; 

(2) The name and address of the 
Mechanism; 

(3) A brief description of Mechanism 
procedures; 

(4) The time limits adhered to by the 
Mechanism; and 
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(5) The types of information which 
the Mechanism may require for prompt 
resolution of warranty disputes. 

(d) The warrantor shall take steps 
reasonably calculated to make con-
sumers aware of the Mechanism’s ex-
istence at the time consumers experi-
ence warranty disputes. Nothing con-
tained in paragraphs (b), (c), or (d) of 
this section shall limit the warrantor’s 
option to encourage consumers to seek 
redress directly from the warrantor as 
long as the warrantor does not ex-
pressly require consumers to seek re-
dress directly from the warrantor. The 
warrantor shall proceed fairly and ex-
peditiously to attempt to resolve all 
disputes submitted directly to the war-
rantor. 

(e) Whenever a dispute is submitted 
directly to the warrantor, the war-
rantor shall, within a reasonable time, 
decide whether, and to what extent, it 
will satisfy the consumer, and inform 
the consumer of its decision. In its no-
tification to the consumer of its deci-
sion, the warrantor shall include the 
information required in § 703.2 (b) and 
(c) of this section. 

(f) The warrantor shall: 
(1) Respond fully and promptly to 

reasonable requests by the Mechanism 
for information relating to disputes; 

(2) Upon notification of any decision 
of the Mechanism that would require 
action on the part of the warrantor, 
immediately notify the Mechanism 
whether, and to what extent, warrantor 
will abide by the decision; and 

(3) Perform any obligations it has 
agreed to. 

(g) The warrantor shall act in good 
faith in determining whether, and to 
what extent, it will abide by a Mecha-
nism decision. 

(h) The warrantor shall comply with 
any reasonable requirements imposed 
by the Mechanism to fairly and expedi-
tiously resolve warranty disputes. 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
MECHANISM 

§ 703.3 Mechanism organization. 

(a) The Mechanism shall be funded 
and competently staffed at a level suf-
ficient to ensure fair and expeditious 
resolution of all disputes, and shall not 

charge consumers any fee for use of the 
Mechanism. 

(b) The warrantor and the sponsor of 
the Mechanism (if other than the war-
rantor) shall take all steps necessary 
to ensure that the Mechanism, and its 
members and staff, are sufficiently in-
sulated from the warrantor and the 
sponsor, so that the decisions of the 
members and the performance of the 
staff are not influenced by either the 
warrantor or the sponsor. Necessary 
steps shall include, at a minimum, 
committing funds in advance, basing 
personnel decisions solely on merit, 
and not assigning conflicting war-
rantor or sponsor duties to Mechanism 
staff persons. 

(c) The Mechanism shall impose any 
other reasonable requirements nec-
essary to ensure that the members and 
staff act fairly and expeditiously in 
each dispute. 

§ 703.4 Qualification of members. 
(a) No member deciding a dispute 

shall be: 
(1) A party to the dispute, or an em-

ployee or agent of a party other than 
for purposes of deciding disputes; or 

(2) A person who is or may become a 
party in any legal action, including but 
not limited to class actions, relating to 
the product or complaint in dispute, or 
an employee or agent of such person 
other than for purposes of deciding dis-
putes. For purposes of this paragraph 
(a) a person shall not be considered a 
‘‘party’’ solely because he or she ac-
quires or owns an interest in a party 
solely for investment, and the acquisi-
tion or ownership of an interest which 
is offered to the general public shall be 
prima facie evidence of its acquisition 
or ownership solely for investment. 

(b) When one or two members are de-
ciding a dispute, all shall be persons 
having no direct involvement in the 
manufacture, distribution, sale or serv-
ice of any product. When three or more 
members are deciding a dispute, at 
least two-thirds shall be persons hav-
ing no direct involvement in the manu-
facture, distribution, sale or service of 
any product. ‘‘Direct involvement’’ 
shall not include acquiring or owning 
an interest solely for investment, and 
the acquisition or ownership of an in-
terest which is offered to the general 
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